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SG 2013 Savings Groups Conference: Expanding Financial Inclusion and Development 
The SG 2013 Savings Groups conference will demonstrate to a broad community of stakeholders that Savings Groups are an effective and complementary approach to financial inclusion and development. 

Savings Groups provide access to basic financial services to over six million rural poor people, mostly women, worldwide. These self-selected and self- managed groups, predominately found in remote areas of Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and Central America, provide their members with a secure place to save and easy access to loans. 

The conference will gather foundations, corporations, bilateral and multilateral agencies, financial institutions, microfinance institutions (MFIs), central banks, academic institutions, policy and research institutions, international nongovernmental organizations (INGOs), and local nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). Together, participants will learn how Savings Groups can enhance their programs, provide efficient financial inclusion and provide meaningful social impact.

It is organized by Oxfam America, along with an Advisory Committee composed of representatives from the Aga Khan Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, CARE, Catholic Relief Services, Freedom from Hunger, The MasterCard Foundation, Plan International, the SEEP Network, and USAID. 
General conference topics include:

· The place that Savings Groups occupy within the current financial landscape

· How Savings Groups can be linked to the formal financial sector

· How Savings Groups reach the rural poor in remote areas

· How to scale up Savings Groups

· How Savings Groups can be platforms for other services, products, and types of education

· How to link Savings Groups to mobile technology

HELP SET THE AGENDA 

With a variety of attendees, we are looking to create an inclusive agenda that addresses the many questions participants have about Savings Groups. 
Attendees are invited to submit proposals to present their research on Savings Groups in a designated research session at the SG 2013 Savings Groups Conference. 
Research should reflect themes such as:

· Resilience

· Empowerment

· Savings Groups as platforms
· Financial linkages
· Sustainability

· Delivery methods
· Special populations
· Other themes of interest
HOW TO SUBMIT A RESEARCH SESSION PROPOSAL
The proposal should be 1-page and include a detailed description of what the research is about (e.g., key questions driving the research, where it occurred, type of methodology), what overall theme(s) it addresses, key findings as they relate to this theme, and information on how the presentation will be conducted (e.g., materials used, the manner in which the audience will be engaged). 
All proposals must be submitted by 5:00 pm EDT on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, to Clelia Anna Mannino (cmannino@OxfamAmerica.org). SG 2013’s Advisory Committee will review all proposals, selecting those that best meet the conference objectives. Research rigor and clarity of analysis will be strongly considered. 
Important Notes 

· Multiple proposals may be submitted by the same organization for consideration. 
· Each proposal must be submitted separately, and please ensure each proposal meets the criteria described in this document. 

· When thinking of your session methodology, please allow time for discussion and engagement with the audience.
· The Advisory Committee will group selected proposals according to two or three common themes.  These groups of presenters will be jointly assigned a 90 minute break-out session on Monday March 4, 2013.
· SG 2013 Advisory Committee will notify you when the submission has been received.

WHERE TO SEND YOUR SUBMISSION 

Please send complete proposals via email to: Clelia Anna Mannino (cmannino@oxfamamerica.org) with the subject line “SG2013 Research Session RFP”. 
TIMELINE
	Launch of call for proposals 
	December 14th, 2012 

	Deadline for proposal submissions 
	January 22, 2013

	Review of proposal submissions 
	January 23 – February 1st, 2013

	Notification of selected proposals (with clarifications) 
	February 4, 2013

	Confirmation and registration deadline for invited presenters 
	February 11, 2013 

	Online form due with biographic info and consent to speaker policies
	TBD

	Copy of final presentations and session material due 
	February 27, 2013


NEXT STEPS FOR SELECTED RESEARCH SESSION PROPOSALS
Persons submitting selected proposals will be contacted by SG 2013 Advisory Committee. You will be given guidelines which include important information on dates, policies and tips for good sessions. Also, you will be asked to complete a brief online form to provide biographical information and consent on SG 2013’s speaker policies. 
SG 2013 Research Session Proposal Submission Form
GUIDELINES FOR FILLING OUT THIS FORM:
1. The form must be complete in order for the proposal to be considered. 

2. This form must be submitted by 5pm EDT on January 22nd, 2013.

3. Please be sure to read the presenter policies listed at the end of this document before you submit the form.

4. Contact Clelia Anna Mannino (cmannino@oxfamamerica.org) with questions on the conference program or submitting a proposal.

Presentation Content

Your answers to the following questions will help SG 2013 create a robust and meaningful conference program. Please be succinct. 

1. Proposed title (please limit to 10 words)

	


2. Key theme addressed (please select one):
· Theme #1: Resilience
· Theme #2: Empowerment
· Theme #3: Savings Groups as platforms
· Theme #4: Financial linkages
· Theme #5: Sustainability
· Theme #6: Delivery methods
· Theme #7: Special populations
· Theme #8: Other themes of interest

3. Research session proposal – Please submit a separate 1-page proposal that includes a detailed description of what the research is about (e.g., key questions driving the research, where it occurred, type of methodology), what overall theme(s) it addresses, key findings as they relate to this theme, and information on how the presentation will be conducted (e.g., materials used, the manner in which the audience will be engaged). 
4. Executive summary (max 100 words) 
This summary will be published in the conference program.
	


5. Presenter information
Name:
Organization: 
Email address: 
SG 2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE PRESENTER POLICIES
By submitting a proposal to present research at the SG 2013 Annual Conference, you agree to the terms of these Presenter Policies. 
Conference Registration 
All presenters will be required to register and pay for their participation in the conference. To register, presenters should directly contact Belicca Ferrer at savingsconference@oxfamamerica.org or 617-517-9477 by February 11th, 2013 to receive a discounted registration rate.
Unconfirmed Presenters 
Session presenters who have not confirmed, registered and paid their registration fee by February 11, 2013 risk exclusion from the conference program. Their presentation may be replaced by another one. 
Presentation Duration and Scheduling 
SG 2013 will determine the final scheduling of all sessions. By confirming your final selection, you are agreeing to be available for at least one of the times designated for sessions during the conference. 
Presentation Content 
The presenter is to assume full responsibility for the presentation design, quality, delivery and materials. The presenter must ensure that the presentation reflects that which was specified in the original proposal submission, with any additional refinements to the content as may be advised by SG 2013 Advisory Committee. 

Presentation Materials 
A copy of all materials that will be used in your presentation (including any PowerPoint slides) must be finalized and submitted electronically to Clelia Anna Mannino (cmannino@oxfamamerica.org) by February 27, 2013.
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